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I took my bicycle on the night ferry from Matsuyama to Kokura in July for a day of sightseeing
and eating. I got on the boat at 9pm. The parking staff took good care of my bicycle. I intended to
get in the bath early, but everybody else had the same idea, so I waited an hour and had the big
bath to myself. After my bath, I went on deck to enjoy the night views of the inland sea and the
other ships. It was nice and cool on deck. Some benches would have been good to sit on. The
lounge area offers very reasonably priced food and drinks and I had a good chat with two groups
of travelers who were relaxing over drinks. The sleeping area is a big communal floor space.
The plastic pillows aren't very comfortable so I used a rolled up shirt. I got a good night's sleep,
at least until 5 am when the ship arrived in port. At Kokura, I visited the castle, the 'retro' area
at Mojiko, the railway museum, and the market at Tanga. The early morning light was very
good for taking photos.

I would recommend the ferry for travel between Kyushu and Shikoku. The facilities onboard are

clean and comfortable, and the staff are pleasant. Sleeping on the boat saves you the cost of



staying in a hotel, and traveling while you sleep gives you more time at your destination.
Kokura and Matsuyama are both beautiful cities with lots to see and do.
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